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Recommendations
Rabat 2013
n The

curtain falls on the 4th UCLG
Congress hosted by the capital
of the Kingdom of Morocco with
happiness and pride.
Rabat in 2013 has kept its promises
at all levels as delegations
unanimously agreed. The postRabat 2013 is also as strategic as
objectives that have been assigned.
Rabat 2013 has opened the way
to a new generation of concerns,
solutions and strategies developed
by local governments. The next
summit will assess the commitments
and assess the relevance of the
selected options for the future of
our cities.
The programmatic approach has not
been left behind in the works of
the Congress, by the same kind of
elective office whose time horizon
is interrupted with respect to the
continuous nature of the expression
of the needs of the territories.
Our Congress is also distinguished
by the quality of topics covered, by
the rigor of analysis and clarity of
vision that underpin the vision and
the roadmap produced.
Topics such as the GLOD III
report, governance, quality of life,
solidarity between territories, the
Mediterranean, the Arab Spring,
the review of the MDGs, smart
cities, among others, show how
the concerns of the cities of 21
century embrace the aspirations
and expectations of the people of
the cities of the world.
It is this particular context which
gives the congress stature as a
sharing space, as a benchmark
of best practices, and impulse of
virtuous dynamics.
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GOLD III, a new instrument for the
improvement of public services
n The UCLG 4th Congress
unveiled on Thursday the
third Global Report on Local
Democracy and Decentralization
(GOLD III).
UCLG offers local governments
a tool of analysis, reflection
and advocacy to help improve
basic public services. The report
mentions progress in access
and quality of services but
notes, however, that huge
needs are not met.
Access rates are even lower
in some cities in sub-Saharan
Africa and South Asia. Rapid
urbanization, demographic
and environmental changes
exacerbate the challenges
and spell new stakes that
necessitate the significant
increase in investment in
infrastructure of basic services,
said the rapport. GOLD III
points out that the world’s

From basic services to improving
the quality of life

Local governments are called
to include citizens in defining
basic needs
Providing quality of life to people
living in cities was at the heart
of the agenda of the fourth UCLG
summit.
A meeting held on Thursday on
“Improving quality of life in cities”
was marked by the presence of a
number of leaders of various cities
in the world.
Improving local public services such
as health, education, housing, and
mobility has significantly contributed
to improving the quality of life.
However, the participants recalled
that societies are more and more
confronted with an increase in both
economic, social, environmental,
cultural and food uncertainties.
In the face of these challenges,
local and regional authorities must
innovate for a better management of
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insecurity, violence and exclusion,
society changes (urbanization, aging),
and our modes of consumption.
The roundtable was marked by the
presence of the Jockin Arputham,
President of National Slum Dwellers
Federation (India), alvador Esteve i
Figueras, President of the Barcelona
Provincial Council and President of
the UCLG Commission Decentralization
and Local Self-Government, Miguel
Lifschitz, Senator, former mayor of
Rosario (Argentina), Greg Moore,
chair of Vancouver Metro (Canada),
Jenaro Garcia Martin, Manager of
Gowex, Joaquim Oliveira Martins,
Director of the Regional Development
department at OECD, Mohamed Sajid,
Mayor of Casablanca, and Margareta
Wahlström, Special Representative of
the Secretary-General of the United
Nations disaster risk reduction.

urban population will increase
by about 1.4 billion people
over the next twenty to thirty
years.
These new residents will
need access to clean water,
sanitation, housing, waste
collection, transportation and
electricity. Not responding to
this challenge would have
dire repercussions on living
conditions, environmental
sustainability, and economic
development of our society,
the document warns.
The report highlights the
common challenges faced by
local governments across the
world: to ensure the continuity
and accessibility of services,
especially for the poorest
populations, strengthen the
capacity of local governments
to reduce the access deficits,
put humans in the fore, and
give priority to basic services.

Constraints of the urbanization of the city of tomorrow

Design development models adapted to the new
challenges
n «Imagine

Society, Build Democracy» is the
main topic of this fourth edition of UCLG.
The topic could not ignore the problems of
urbanization and the question was how to
cope with major changes in the current era
for cities and regions.
Especially that in 2030, more than 60%
of men and women will be living in cities.
This would mean increasing urbanization in
all regions of the world. Towns, cities and
regions will at heart of problems but also
of solutions to deal with the major energy,
environment, political, social and cultural
which issues they will be faced with.

And it is also for this reason that the opening
plenary focused attention on the impact of
local democracy and the contribution of
international municipal movement to the
construction of local democracy in the 20th
century, the strengthening of decentralization
and local democracy issues for the 21st
century, taking into account the impact
of the «Arab Spring» and attempts to recentralization in some areas.

between territories
is one of the challenges facing
local and regional governments in
the 21th century. This challenge
has been the subject of a panel
at the Fourth Congress of UCLG
held in Rabat from 1 to 4 October
2013 table.
Globalization has sparked fierce
competition between territories
with the aim to attract investment
and create job opportunities
and wealth.
This results in a decrease in the
index of development at the
local level and poor regions.
Judging by the discussions on
this issue and which called for
the adoption of appropriate
instruments and mechanisms
to reduce disparities between
rich and poor areas, territorial

Roger Myerson, Nobel laureate in economics
and professor from the Chicago University
was among participants.

At this level, the major question was limited
to the dimension governance and democracy
must have in the Agenda of Cities and Regions
for the 21st century.

Strengthening
solidarity between
territories
n Solidarity

This session was attended by high-level
personalities who have brought their vision
and contribution to all these problems.

Focus
on the program

Friday 4th october

disparities stand in the way of
development.
To achieve a harmonious
complementarity between
regions of the same country,
the instruments adopted at
the Fourth Congress aim to
reconsider the distribution of public
resources in territorial regions,
in addition to the generalization
of successful and large- scale
projects. This calls for new
formulas of national solidarity
coupled with greater efficiency,
fairness and transparency.
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Echoes…
Carolina Tohá
Mayor of Santiago

Annemarie Jorritsma-Lebbink
Mayor of Almere (The Netherlands)

It is essential that those involved in local life
take part in the project of change of our societies.
We are going straight into the wall if we do not
imagine now new solutions adapted to this kind
of players.

We are witnessing a momentum here. We have
come a long way in boosting women’s participation
in public office at the national and local levels.
And I believe that this summit is an excellent
opportunity to celebrate the achievements made
and reflect on the job to be yet done.

We must be pragmatic in order to allow citizens
to enjoy all their rights by including them in a
process of participatory democracy that takes into
account their diversity. For this, the resources are
paramount, the spirit of competition between cities
too, but mostly the spirit of co-responsibility,
which is essential in a participatory democracy.

Fatna El Khiel MP, President of the
Commune of Arbaoua
How can we imagine society and build democracy
without women. This is especially true at the local
level. This type of event allows us to share various
experiences to create a particular network, and
thus build on the achievements made. If progress
differs from a country to another, as we have seen,
women’s dedication to integrity and transparency
is the same everywhere.

Mohamed BASRAOUI General Coordinator
of the 4th UCLG Congress
The 2013 Rabat Congress is of particular importance,
because local and regional governments must
prepare for two extremely important deadlines:
Habitat III in 2016 and the revision of the MDGs
by 2015, where local and municipal governments
have an important role to play.
In Rabat we will adopt a statement that will put
into perspective the two goals I have told you
about, namely Habitat III and Post 2015. We are
identifying several events to bring all the partners
together in order to draw a roadmap that, through
interim meetings, will take us to this event, where
we will chart the program of local and regional
authorities.
I am filled with hope and pride in the future.
If Africa responds today, and if the city of Rabat
succeeded in organizing this conference, it will
remain a watershed event in the history of the
municipal movement. It is a first stage for a new
century.

Mr Iñigo de la Serna
maire de la ville de
Santander (Espagne),

Rabat … is
Grateful to you
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Nadira El Guermai Governor and
national coordinator of the National
Initiative for Human Development
(INDH)
The participation of INDH in this major meeting
is threefold: First, the inauguration on Tuesday
by the Interior Minister, accompanied by a large
party, of a village-show room on income generating
activities, which includes 166 unions and associations
representing the 83 provinces of the Kingdom.
On Wednesday we had a meeting highlighted by
the participation of a Nobel Prize in economics,
the mayors of Brazil, Mali and Chile, as well as a
number of Moroccan stakeholders.
At the third level, we have a stand dedicated
to the INDH and which provides an overview of
the mission and achievements of the initiative.

Ghassan Shakaa Mayor of Naplouse,
Palestinian Authority,
Chairman of the Palestinian Local Authorities
Association
We must express our thanks for the efforts that
ensured the success of the Fourth Congress, and
firstly for Royal solicitude.
Tremendous efforts exerted at all levels given the
impressive number of delegates.
I believe we have identified a number of recommendations
that we have to apply in our communities, especially
since we all have to face a number of challenges at
global level and in the Palestinian areas especially.
For us Palestinians, Morocco holds a special spot
in our hearts; not to forget that His Majesty King
Mohammed VI chairs the Al Quds committee and Fund.

A Civil Engineer from the University of
Cantabria, de la Serna has been mayor
of the city since being elected in May
2007. He has also held the position of
President of the Spanish Federation of
Municipalities and Provinces (FEMP) since
23 July 2012 and has presided over the
Spanish Network of Smart Cities (RECI)
since its creation in June of last year.

Rabat has won the challenge it set for itself
by providing all the necessary conditions of a
successful fourth UCLG summit, and which brought
together over 3700 people from all over the world.
The fourth UCLG summit would not have been
possible without the commendable efforts of a
number of dedicated and talented stakeholders.
Rabat, which has become a global destination
generously hosting thousands of participants,
is grateful to the Interior ministry for ensuring,
through its various departments, the smooth
functioning of summit, alongside the UCLG
institution, the Rabat- Salé- Zemour- Zaer
region, and Rabat 2013 Association.
Rabat has earned its worthy standing among

« In my opinion, Smart City is not
synonymous with intelligent city, but
with the intelligent management of a
city that uses innovation to offer its
residents more and better services, as
well as greater information about such
services.

other world capitals and outdid itself in its
efforts to maintain security throughout the
various events. Thanks are due to the national
police force and the various sponsors that
contributed to the success of the congress.
Many thanks go to the national and foreign
media for the wonderful job they have done in
covering day-to-day activities.
Last but not least, kudos go to “Stario” urban
transport company for providing shuttle busses,
connecting the various districts of the city, as
well as “Rédal” water and electricity company.
The city thanks all those who worked behind
the scenes to make their city worthy of its
reputation.

